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Tragic Death in B. C. Plane Crash

L. U. 230, VICTORIA, B. C. – The sudden death of Gordon Graham in a plane crash at Nanaimo last week , came as a terrible shock to all who knew him. One of our younger and more active members, Gordie was paying his wife and babies a surprise visit after having spent several months up north at Kitimat.


We would like his brave little wife to know that the heartfelt sympathy of all of us is with her at this time, and that we will always remember Gordie as a staunch friend and union member.


Some 13 years ago, the electors of this Province authorized the B. C. Government to set up a hospital Insurance scheme. Save for the expenditure of some $200,000 on fact finding, no positive action was taken to set up the scheme, although the need for such a plan was exploited by various shysters who promoted schemes that had to be closed down by the Attorney General. Public pressure forced the Government to launch a scheme which turned out to be ill conceived, the money spent evidently didn’t produce the right kind of facts. When the premiums were increased, the great indignation of the public caused the trade unions to circulate a monster petition, to which of course the Government turned a deaf ear. 


Incensed by the flagrant disregard of the petition by the Government, some of our Executive Board recommended that the local set up a Political Action Committee, and after considerable discussion at two consecutive meetings, this was done. The newborn committee, convinced that little could be done without the support of a good majority of the members, mailed a questionnaire to find out how many favored political action. About 16 percent of the members replied. Of these, 58 percent voted NO, and so the committee was reluctantly compelled, therefore, to accept these figures as evidence that most of our members prefer to leave their economic and political future in the capable hands of the Canadian Manufacturers Association. Strange isn’t it, the effect that the words “Constitution and Politics” can have on a union member, or perhaps it was a case of “each for himself and God for all of us” like the elephant said as he danced among the chickens.
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